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      	Construction Law Now provides the rapidly changing construction industry and those operating within it with timely and relevant information as well as practical commentary and analysis from the Cohen Seglias Construction Group.
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				Finally—A De Minimis Exemption for Buy America
				
				    February 22, 2024
                                        BY Jennifer R. Budd, Jake B. Mitchell
                    				

				
				    In November 2021, Congress passed the bipartisan Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act (IIJA), pledging to invest $1 trillion into new infrastructure nationwide.
For more than 40 years, the Build America Buy America Act (Buy America) has required ...				

            

        

		                
                                
                        
        
            
				[image: ]				OSHA

            

            
				Final Warning: Are You Complying with OSHA’s New Reporting Requirements?
				
				    February 21, 2024
                                        BY Joseph L. Sine
                    				

				
				    In July 2023, the U.S. Department of Labor announced a new rule expanding the injury and illness reporting requirements for many construction companies. The new rule, which went into effect on January 1, 2024, requires companies in certain ...				

            

        

		                
                                
                        
        
            
				[image: ]				Payment

            

            
				PA Supreme Court to Decide Scope of Payment Bond Sureties’ Liability in Eastern Steel Constructors, Inc. v. International Fidelity Insurance Co. Appeal
				
				    February 7, 2024
                                        BY Matthew L. Erlanger
                    				

				
				    The Pennsylvania Supreme Court has agreed to hear an appeal of the case Eastern Steel Construction, Inc. v. International Fidelity Insurance Co., in which the Pennsylvania Superior Court clarified the claims that a subcontractor may bring, as well ...				
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				When Lawyers Are Partners, They Can Help You Build Fast: Lessons From the I-95 and Sanibel Island Rebuilds
				
				    June 16, 2023
                                        BY Jennifer R. Budd
                    				

				
				    Within hours of the northbound lanes of Interstate 95 collapsing in Philadelphia due to a massive fuel truck fire, demolition commenced. Three days after the accident, Governor Josh Shapiro announced that the Pennsylvania Department of ...				
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				Important Update to DC’s Construction Prompt Payment Act
				
				    May 30, 2023
                                        BY Jackson S. Nichols, Jake B. Mitchell
                    				

				
				    Welcome back to our DMV Construction Law Series, where we discuss emergent legal issues important to contractors. This installment reviews the Washington, DC Construction Prompt Payment Act and its recent update concerning the right to setoff, which ...				
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				What the PA Supreme Court Extending Contractor Liability for Obvious Defects in Completed Work Means for Contractors
				
				    May 26, 2023
                                        BY Matthew L. Erlanger
                    				

				
				    In the construction industry, it is not uncommon for a contractor to be named in a lawsuit due to hidden (latent) defects in its work that injure a third party long after the work has been completed and turned over to the owner. For example, if ...				
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				Lien Waivers and Releases of Claims: Be Careful Not to Sign Away Your Rights!
				
				    April 7, 2023
                                        BY Jackson S. Nichols, Jake B. Mitchell
                    				

				
				    Welcome back to the DMV Construction Law Series, where we discuss emergent legal issues important to contractors. This installment looks at the use of the releases that are typically required to be signed with payment applications submitted by ...				
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				New Jersey Appellate Court Addresses Whether Pay-if-Paid Clauses Are Enforceable
				
				    January 12, 2023
                                        BY Matthew L. Erlanger
                    				

				
				    In the construction industry, a “pay-if-paid” provision is common in subcontracts, which conditions a general contractor’s obligation to make payment to a subcontractor on the general contractor’s actual receipt of payment from the owner. In ...				
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				Four New Considerations for Making a Payment Bond Claim in PA
				
				    November 29, 2022
                                        BY Matthew L. Erlanger, Madison G. Hewitt
                    				

				
				    The Pennsylvania Superior Court recently clarified the claims that a subcontractor may bring, as well as the judgments that may be enforced, against a surety in Pennsylvania in Eastern Steel Constructors, Inc. v. International Fidelity Insurance ...				
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				Five Ways to Protect Bidding Opportunities and Bid Formulations
				
				    November 21, 2022
                                        BY Evan A. Blaker
                    				

				
				    The bidding process for a construction project includes a vast array of folks: estimators, owners, project managers, design professionals and many others. Security, especially cybersecurity, can prove a challenge, and those receiving, drafting or ...				
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				DMV Setoff Laws: The Good, the Bad and the Uncertain
				
				    September 9, 2022
                                        BY Jackson S. Nichols, Jake B. Mitchell
                    				

				
				    Welcome back to our DMV Construction Law Series, where we examine different legal issues important to contractors in each post. We previously addressed the important and powerful payment mechanisms available to contractors under relevant ...				
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				How Litigation Over Pittsburgh’s Proposed Inclusionary Zoning Ordinance Will Affect New Building Projects
				
				    August 31, 2022
                                        BY Lori Wisniewski Azzara
                    				

				
				    The Ordinance
In 2019, an inclusionary zoning ordinance was implemented in Pittsburgh’s Lawrenceville neighborhood. Inclusionary ordinances aim to provide affordable housing to low-income families. This ordinance specifically required that at ...				
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				More Details About the VA Governor’s Changes to the Newly Enacted Ban on Contingent Payment Provisions
				
				    May 31, 2022
                                        BY Jackson S. Nichols
                    				

				
				    Last month we wrote about Virginia Senate Bill (SB) 550, which sought to amend VA ST §§ 2.2-4354 and 11-4.6 to prohibit the use of contingent payment provisions in public and private construction projects. Since then, SB 550 was formally enacted ...				
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				New Legislation Bans Contingent Payment Provisions in Virginia
				
				    April 13, 2022
                                        BY Jackson S. Nichols
                    				

				
				    The Virginia Legislature passed a bill that, if signed into law by Governor Youngkin, would amend VA ST §§ 2.2-4354 and 11-4.6 to prohibit the use of contingent payment provisions in public and private construction projects. It states that ...				
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				DMV Little Miller Acts: How to Get Paid on Public Projects
				
				    February 24, 2022
                                        BY Jackson S. Nichols
                    				

				
				    Welcome back to our DMV Construction Law Series, where each month we examine a different set of legal issues important to contractors. This installment delves into the state laws that allow contractors to assert claims on payment bonds for public ...				
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				2022 Construction Forecast: Another Year of Recovery—and Challenges
				
				    February 3, 2022
                                        BY Kathleen M. Morley, Sydney Pierce
                    				

				
				    As we embark on 2022, the world continues to weather the ongoing effects of the COVID-19 pandemic. For the construction industry, the pandemic has spurred certain unique and daunting challenges that are, by now, unfortunately, familiar to industry ...				
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				Virginia Mechanics’ Liens: What Contractors Need to Know
				
				    January 25, 2022
                                        BY Jackson S. Nichols
                    				

				
				    Welcome to the DMV Construction Law Series, where each month we examine a different set of legal issues important to contractors. Our fourth installment briefly examines certain key parts of Virginia’s Mechanic’s Lien Law that contractors should ...				
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				How Changes to NY’s Wage Theft Laws Affect Contractors and Subcontractors
				
				    January 24, 2022
                                        BY Jonathan A. Cass, John A. Greenhall, Lisa M. Wampler
                    				

				
				    Effective January 4, 2022, New York’s amended wage theft laws enable a subcontractor’s employees to obtain judgments for unpaid wages directly against a contractor that hired their employer. The New York laws aim to provide subcontractors’ ...				
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				How PA’s Proposed Anti-Indemnification Statute May Affect the “Belt-and-Suspenders” Approach to Risk Transfer in Construction Contracts
				
				    December 30, 2021
                                        BY Jonathan A. Cass
                    				

				
				    In a January 2021 memorandum, Pennsylvania State Representatives Todd Stevens and Michael Driscoll reintroduced a bill that, if passed, would amend 68 P.S. § 491 to significantly limit the breadth of indemnification provisions in construction ...				
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				Supply-Chain Delays—Tactics for Recovering From an Out-of-Control Project
				
				    December 28, 2021
                                        BY Michael F. McKenna, Jennifer R. Budd
                    				

				
				    For contractors trying to navigate the construction industry’s current supply-chain battles, President Dwight D. Eisenhower once articulated advice that, although not about the industry’s problem, is still right on point: “In preparing for ...				
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